Suppressor T cells role in the unresponsiveness to Candida albicans in chronic mucocutaneous candidiasis.
We investigated the immune function of two members of the same family, mother and son, affected by chronic mucocutaneous candidiasis (CMC). In these cases CMC was not associated with hypofunction of endocrine organs, while the son showed histological feature of chronic active hepatitis. We observed a decrease in OKT4/OKT8 ratio and an increased suppressor cell function in both patients. Elimination of cytotoxic/suppressor T cells by lysis of these cells with OKT8 plus complement markedly improved lymphocyte proliferative responses to Candida antigens but not to unrelated antigens. These data suggest that specific suppression is probably responsible for failure of Candida albicans clearance in CMC patients.